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STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
Board of Public Utilities 

44 South Clinton Avenue, 9th Floor 
Post Office Box 350 

Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0350 
www.nj.gov/bpu/ 

 
 
        ENERGY 
 
IN THE MATTER OF THE RESOLUTION OF THE 
TOWNSHIP OF LITTLE EGG HARBOR, OCEAN 
COUNTY, NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING 
RENEWAL OF THE FRANCHISE AGREEMENT 
WITH NEW JERSEY NATURAL GAS COMPANY 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

ORDER APPROVING RENEWAL  
OF FRANCHISE AGREEMENT 
 
 
DOCKET NO. GE20030212 

 
Parties of Record: 
 
Stefanie A. Brand, Esq., Director, New Jersey Division of Rate Counsel 
Andrew K. Dembia, Esq., New Jersey Natural Gas Company 
 
BY THE BOARD: 
 
New Jersey Natural Gas (“NJNG” or “Company”), a regulated public utility subject to the 
jurisdiction of the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (“Board”), is a corporation duly organized 
under the laws of the State of New Jersey engaged in the distribution and transportation of natural 
gas to approximately 530,000 residential, commercial and industrial customers located in 
Monmouth and Ocean Counties, and parts of Middlesex, Burlington, and Morris counties in New 
Jersey. 
 
NJNG currently provides natural gas service within the Township of Little Egg Harbor (“Township”) 
to 10,112 residential customers and 295 commercial customers.  The Company’s franchise to 
use the streets within the Township for the provision of gas service expired on December 21, 
2009.1  On November 14, 2019, by Resolution No. 2019-220 (“Resolution”), the Township 
renewed NJNG’s franchise for a period of 10 years, and granted NJNG consent to lay, maintain, 
and operate gas facilities in the Township.  A copy of the Resolution is attached to this Order as 
Exhibit “A”.  By letter dated December 3, 2019, NJNG accepted and agreed to the terms and 
conditions of the Resolution consistent with N.J.S.A. 48:3-16.  Copies of the letter of acceptance 
and the hearing notice are attached to this Order as Exhibits “B” and “C”, respectively. 
 

                                            
1 The Board notes that municipal consents often expire some time prior to their renewal even when the 

Company initiates the renewal process prior to the expiration of the previous term.  This is primarily the 
result of the time necessary for a municipality to fulfill the legal requirements that attend to all formal actions 
it must take along with the additional time for hearing and Board approval as required by law.  The Board 
has been assured that pending review of its petition, NJNG represents that it has continued to provide 
service to its customers within the Township in an uninterrupted manner. 
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On March 5, 2020, NJNG filed a petition with the Board, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 48:2-14 and N.J.A.C. 
14:1-5.5, seeking approval of the franchise renewal agreement granted by the Township.  As 
required by law and after notice, a municipal consent hearing in this matter was held on August 
17, 2020.  Heather Weisband, Esq., the Board’s duly appointed hearing officer, presided over the 
hearing.  Appearances were made on behalf of the Company, the New Jersey Division of Rate 
Counsel (“Rate Counsel”) and Board Staff.  No other party participated in the hearing or filed any 
written comments with the Board related to this matter. 
 
At the hearing, the Company relied on its petition and exhibits filed with the Board and presented 
the testimony of Joseph Puglisi, Supervising Engineer.  According to Mr. Puglisi’s testimony and 
discovery responses, NJNG anticipates growth in the Township over the next five (5) years of 
approximately 150 to 200 customers annually.  Mr. Puglisi also testified that the Company has 
the capacity to meet the anticipated level of growth within the municipality, and has no plans to 
change its gas distribution system within the Township. 
 
Rate Counsel, in its written comments to the petition dated October 2, 2020, indicated that is does 
not object to the Company’s petition since the Company represented that it has the capacity 
necessary to continue to provide natural gas service to the Township.  The term of the municipal 
consent related to the use of streets is limited to a term of 10 years.  However, Rate Counsel 
requested the approval of the petition include certain restrictions which are incorporated in this 
Order. 
 
DISCUSSION AND FINDINGS  
 
After careful review and consideration of the petition and exhibits submitted in this matter, the 
Board HEREBY FINDS that the renewal of the franchise agreement granted to NJNG by the 
Township of Little Egg Harbor is necessary and proper for the public convenience, and properly 
serves the public interest, and that NJNG has the ability to continue to provide safe, adequate, 
and proper service.  The Board FURTHER FINDS that the Company has the necessary 
experience, financial capability, capacity, and facilities in the Township to continue to provide 
adequate and appropriate service to its existing and future customers, and that the 10 year 
duration of the municipal consent to use the streets is consistent with N.J.S.A. 48:3-15.  
Accordingly, the Board, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 48:2-14, HEREBY APPROVES the consent granted 
to NJNG by the Township to continue to provide gas service, and for the continued use of its 
public streets for that purpose for a period of 10 years. 
 
The approval granted hereinabove shall be subject to the following provisions: 
 

1. As required by N.J.S.A. 48:3-15, and limited by the Resolution, the municipal 
consent to construct, maintain and operate gas lines in the streets and other public 
places in the Township is limited to a term not exceeding 10 years. 

 
2. This Order shall not be construed as directly or indirectly fixing for any purposes 

whatsoever the value of any tangible or intangible assets now owned or hereafter 
to be owned by NJNG. 

 
3. This Order shall not affect, nor in any way limit, the exercise of the authority of this 

Board or of the State in any future petition or in any proceedings with respect to 
rates, franchises, services, financing, accounting, capitalization, depreciation, or in 
any other matters affecting NJNG. 
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This Order shall be effective on November 28, 2020. 
 
DATED: November 18, 2020     BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 

BY: 
 
 
 
 

____________________   
JOSEPH L. FIORDALISO 
PRESIDENT 

 
 
 
 
______________________      _____________________   
MARY-ANNA HOLDEN     DIANNE SOLOMON 
COMMISSIONER      COMMISSIONER 
 
 
 
 
______________________      ______________________  
UPENDRA J. CHIVUKULA     ROBERT M. GORDON 
COMMISSIONER      COMMISSIONER 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST: ______________________ 

AIDA CAMACHO-WELCH 
SECRETARY 
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SERVICE LIST 

 

  

Township of Little Egg Harbor: 
Diana K. McCracken, RMC  
Township Clerk 
Township of Little Egg Harbor 
655 Radio Road 
Little Egg Harbor, New Jersey 08087 
 
New Jersey Natural Gas Company: 
1415 Wyckoff Road 
Post Office Box 1464 
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mkahrer@njng.com 
 
Andrew Dembia 
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Division of Rate Counsel: 
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Post Office Box 003 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0003 
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Secretary of the Board 
board.secretary@bpu.nj.gov 
 
Division of Energy  
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Dean Taklif 
dean.taklif@bpu.nj.gov 
 
Counsel’s Office  
 
Heather Weisband, Esq.  
heather.weisband@bpu.nj.gov 
 
Division of Law: 
R.J. Hughes Justice Complex 
25 Market Street 
Post Office Box 112 
Trenton, N.J. 08625 
 
Pamela Owen, Esq. 
Assistant Section Chief 
pamela.owen@law.njoag.gov 
 
Terel Klein, DAG 
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Michael Beck, DAG 
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Resolution 
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RESOL NO. 2019 - 220 

LUTIO OF TH£ T WNSHJP OF LI l...E EGG 
0 NTY OF O N, ITATE OF EW 

UTltORIZING THE RENEW AL OF THE 
FR N HJ E GRE M NT WrTH NEW ,IER$E'V 

TURALG OMPA 

WHERE , New Jersey Natural Gas Company ha heret fore been graoted 
franchise and consent to lay, maintain and operate gas facilities in the Town hip of Lillie Egg 
Harbor; a.nd 

WH REA , New Jersey Natural Gas Company is desirous of e tendin and 
renewing lhc period of the con ent to thi municipality toe ercise its ranchise rights in the 
Township ofLinle Egg Harbor for the purpo ·c of furn ishing as. therein_ 

NOW HEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED. that New Jcr y atur I Ga ompany 
and it i hereby authorized to lay. maintain, and operate its oondtlctors, mains and pipes, 

~oge1ner with the appurtenance thereto, in all the public streets, alleys, squares and public 
places in this municip lity which are under the control and ' uri diction of the ov nship for 
the purpose of c:onducting gas. o-r ny mixture o ga. e, of various type in ludin natural gas. 
and for th purpose of transmiuing and di ·tribu1ing such g in thi muni ipa-'ily for a period 
often 10) year:- from the date hereof. upon the following terms irnd conditions: 

I . rn1al New ersey Natural Gas Company shall report lo the dcpartmenl of public 
works and the Township en inecr, annually, their intentions with regard to 
prospective work requiring future street openings in the community for the 
purpose of c.oordinatrnj uch ctivity with pavement projects andcipa1ed by 
the Township. Except in the ~se fan mcrKeney, the Township hall have 
the right to schedule ·trec:1 openings in a manner whii:;h will create the leasi 
disturbance to payment courses. ln lurth ranee of which purpo <! the 
department of public works shall provide a st:hedule of expe<:ted Slrccl 
construction and resurfacing· and 

2 . That ew Jersey Natural as Company shall agree that. in all cases in which 
street opening or exc-avations are m de for the purposes aforesaid. the 
pavement and the urli t-c of the streets, alleys. q res r roudWU) hall 
re tored to the same ·:0ndilion s existed prior H> 1h~ orening •h reor. lh~ 
restoration shall in ·Jud milling and repaving of lhc arta so as lo blend 
unifonnly with the adja<: nt roadway including restoration of pavement 
markings, signage and all other appurtenance ; and 

3. Prior to the beginning of any trl;lOI penings or exc v tions for the fore aid 
purposes, N w Jersey Natural Gas Company shall apply, in writing. on forms 
to be supplied by New Jersey amraJ Gas ompany, to t.be Township ' le . 
cti n& a an gent of this governing body for permission lO make any s lr« l 



 

 
BPU DOCKET NO. GE20030212 

7 

Agenda Date: 11/18/20 
Agenda Item: IIA 

 

operl111g or- excavations. The Conslruclion official is authorized to demand a 
cash escrow or equiv lea1 in an amount 001 to exceed $10,000 m ensure that 
any road opening is restored satisfactorily; and 

4, Tha New Jersey t1m1I GJl Company $hall conduct I.he work or the laying or 
maintaining of gas pipes therein in a careful and prudent manner; Md 

Th t cw J rsey Natural Gas Compan shall safeguard th public interest in 
continuous and uninten-upled service n1 11d after he e piradon of the term of 
the grant· and 

6. ha1 New Jersey atural Gas Company shall majntain it ptoperry in good 
order 11troughout the full term of the grant; and 

7. That ew Jers y alural Gas Comp,my shall cominu u. I afford afe, 
adequate and proper service at just and reasonable rates. 

BE rr FURTHER RE OLVED, that this franchise co~nl, upon ppr val of the 
Board of Public Urilitie, fthe tate of ew Jersey, hall supersede the Resolution granted by 
the Township of Little Egg Harbor on December 21 , 1959; and 

l3 . JT F RTH£R RE OL D. that New Jersey atu:ral Gas Company shall file 
wilh the ckrk of lhis municipality. within ixty (60) days from the date hereof. its acceptance 
of the terms and. provisions of the fraochisc conS,t,:n1 herein g need l:lnd iL,; 0greement to be 
bollf'ld by the le.rm. and provisions thereof; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, thal this resolution hall not become effective until 
it is pprovcd b 1he B a.rd of Public. Utilities of the Slate of cw J rsey. 

C£RTIFICATIO 

l, DIANA K. 1 CRA K . , R.M , Clerk of the ToW11.$h1p of Little Egg Harbor, do 
hereby certify that the foregoing resolution duly d pt by the Liule gg Harbor 
Town hip ommittee at a meeting held on the 14'h day of November, 2019. 

wrc 
Clerk 

Townsh.ip of Little Egg Harbor 
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Exhibit B: 
Letter of Acceptance  

  



 

 
BPU DOCKET NO. GE20030212 

9 

Agenda Date: 11/18/20 
Agenda Item: IIA 

 
 

Al New Jersey I..AT Natural Gas 

Towm hip ' etk 
Township of Little Egg H.arbor 
655 Radio R d 

D«emb ·r3, 2019 

Little l'!gg Harbor, N w Jer y 08087 

Re: RE 0\ HII" F LITTLE EGG HARBOR, 
0 OCEA , ··r AT OF NEW JERS , TR 1uzr G 

OP THE FRAN m 1,: A Rb"'EMENT \ ITH 
T Ol\U'AN 
• 2CH9. 220 

Dear Ms. McCrack n: 

e Jer ey [ 1alural Gas Comp.:my ( .. J G") her by nocepis the term end 
pro isions of 1be resolution outh i1:iog rem:, al of lbc fraochise agreeme l gr 11tcd by 
tlle Township of Little :gg H ·bor n o mber 14, 201 , Md hereby agrees to be 
bouad y t.he terms a d provisions thereo . . ee Resolution No. 20 ! 9 - 220 (the 
"Resolut ion' h krein enclosed. 

'JNC" il l broil the Resolution t the New Jersey Board of Public ti liti (tbe 
''BP "') for approval and provide you wi cb advance notice of the 81) hear' 1~ on this 
m tter. 

Respectfully submitted, 

tt(j::~ 
lstant 1 n ral C'-0tmscl 

219937 
111 , 'l,'vci<11fl <t P.O Bax 14M Wl\11 lJ 01119 Phone 221-0051 'WVt'W 11Jng com 
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Exhibit C: 
Hearing Notice 
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•• New Jersey I,.~· Natural Gas 

nv F.T. F.CTRONT<' MAU , 

Dian.1 K. lcC1 kl 11 . 

R ·f Township Clerk 
Township of Lillie Egg Httm(>r 
65 - Radio Ro.1d 
Litt! Eg_e H rbor. N, ~' ~ 0808 

. ount ' !\clminisltalor 
le n our1 . 

lO I t-Joopcr vc. 
dmin Bui ldi_ng 

Tom Ri"~ , J 08754- I I 

coll i\i Colabdfa. C-tnmty erl. 
Oc n Oltnly Coo1·1 H ~~e 

l 18 \Y.i hinf,'100 S 
PO Box 2191 
T u. Rivor. c · Jersey O 7 -4 

Jul • 8, 20 

R F..: In lht> Mattei• of1be PeliHon of 'ew .Jerw '. alur:il ,a.r, Company for the ppro :d 
of lunidpnl Fr nchise in (he Town.ship of LiUle E , Harbor. 0c ta ounl , 
BPl Dodwl 'o. El00302 t2 

1>rovisions of • • c, s Coinpan · 
o 3 Ii ilr ,il uf th 
gg · t 01 lcl, grancod 

ti pt ,at 'ft.'! idcd in id 
dv a1 ar 17 l lO:i.l0.1m-12:30p;i l ,, ''I . 
r ti ic ns lo the CCJ\IID-19 p11ndanic, lhi,-

i\iunic1 ent He-llring will be a _ ,m log-in infom111tion is as fo llows: 

hctp;.:•'lzoom.tw j '24-S136397?p11d-= \'3ZL!Rk:\~ Rnl1DVk4:- ff.\'b 2'$Rk1FZ2.0 
P3 :.oode· 87l017 

l\.fy as • I nL 'u au Fastuca is t11~ Zo in meeting o Zoom in~1oling in" 't.i liou 
t ill be@ 11oy u in .1,lv.'l11 oftbc ~cl1cdulcd l.~t r l ' ;\,tunicipal ·onscnl Hc:mng \' u re 
w elcome to partic ipal in t11c Zoom meeting lo put . onr view. n th record if ynu d ~ire 

I.(). 11oti o th hcnrh1g i. posted 011 th ompo.ny'!I , ch . it ajl'lg.- om, o into:otod 
m mb ofll1 puhli 'may vi , th h .iring. 

H 15 VI • 0'1 Ro~d P.O. 500( 1 ◄S<I '"latt NJ 07719 Ph011 · &<JC'-221--0li51 •,vww nl'lO can, 


